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Local Nonprofit Theatre Protects Historic Homes and Business

(lowa City, IA) lowa City Community Theatre (ICCT) is thrilled to announce that, at
their August 4, 2026 meeting, the lowa City City Council unanimously approved the
Local Landmark designation of four properties recently bequeathed to ICCT by
Lifetime Member Mary Ellen Chudacek, who passed away in spring 2025. This,
subsequent to unanimous passage on June 11 by the Historic Preservation
Commission and Planning and Zoning Commission on June 17.

Upon learning of Ms. Chudacek’s generous bequest, the ICCT theater board, a group
of volunteers dedicated to ensuring access to high quality live theatre for all in the
Corridor Community since 1956, began to study the three rental properties and the
active business, the Fox Head Tavern. These properties occupy a location directly
within a literary and arts community hub area dating back decades within the
Northside Neighborhood. Ms. Chudacek, in her official documents, requested that
the theatre pursue this designation, and the current board members were
committed to fulfilling her request.

As one Northside neighbor wrote to the Council, “These properties have been
witness to a long evolution... From theatre development to community press co-op
and an art gallery.” There is also a letter from the former Chair of the lowa City
Historic Preservation Commission, who worked with Ms. Chudacek towards the goal
of preserving these properties, who wrote, “It was clear to me how important it was
that these properties be preserved as part of her family's heritage but also our shared
local heritage.” ICCT was deeply moved to hear from individuals who lived in the
houses and over the past sixty years and had wonderful memories not only of the
homes, but of the family that owned them.

The Fox Head has been a gathering place for writers, musicians, and artists, and the
homes have housed many of these creators going back decades. While lowa City
Community Theatre will only, in the end, be a footnote in their story, it will be a
footnote that preserves them and protects them for generations to come.
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