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A Timeline: Matthew Shepard’s Birth until the Present Day
December 1, 1976
Matthew Shepard was born three weeks premature in Casper, Wyoming to Dennis
and Judy Shepard.
Summer 1993
The Shepard family moves to Saudi Arabia. Matthew enrolls in a boarding school in
Lugano, Switzerland for his last two years of high school.
Spring 1995
In Marrakesh, Morocco, on a senior trip with other students from his boarding
school, Matthew is attacked by a gang of young men and raped six times and robbed.
Although the crime is reported; no charges are ever filed.
Fall 1995
Shepard enrolls at Catawba College in
North Carolina. He comes out to his
parents and becomes involved in the
fledgling LGBT group on campus.
(Matt and his first boyfriend; Left)
Spring 1995
Matthew leaves Catawba College and
moves to Raleigh where he works at a video store and begins treatment for PTSD.
Fall 1996
Matthew moves home to Wyoming. Matthew takes courses at Casper College but
doesn’t stay enrolled. He meets Romaine Patterson on a trip to Denver and works a
series of customer-service jobs.
Summer 1997
Matthew moves to Denver, CO and struggles with depression. By the Fall, his
parents became his main source of income. He self-medicates with alcohol and
various prescription medications.
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November 11, 1997
The frozen, naked body of 15 year old Daphne Sulk is found near Pole Mountain
outside Laramie, WY. She was one month pregnant and had been stabbed 17 times
in the torso and bludgeoned to death. Keith Robinson is arrested and charged with
first degree murder in early 1998. In August, he is convicted of voluntary
manslaughter, soliciting to engage in illicit sexual relations with a minor, and immoral
acts with a minor. He is sentenced to 22-29 years in prison.
May 1998
Matthew moves to and enrolls in Summer classes at University of Wyoming in
Laramie. According to Romaine Patterson, he discovers he is HIV positive and
begins treatment.
May 28, 1998
President Bill Clinton signs E.O. 13087 to prohibit discrimination based on sexual
orientation in the competitive service of the federal civilian workforce.
June 7, 1998
James Byrd Jr is murdered by three white
supremacists (Shawn Berry, Lawrence Brewer, and
John King) in Jasper, Texas. The perpetrators picked
up Byrd, 49, for a ride. Instead of taking him home,
the men took Byrd out on a remote country road,
beat him severely, spray-painted his face, urinated
and defecated on him, and chained him by the ankles
to their pickup truck. They proceeded to drag him
for three miles. In the drive, he died with his head
and right arm were severed. The men dumped the
mutilated remains in front of an African American
Church and drove oﬀ to a BBQ. Shawn Berry received life in prison while both
Brewer and King were executed (King was killed in April of 2019). (Byrd Jr; Right)
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June 16, 1998
Senate majority Leader Trent Lott in an interview on The Armstrong Williams show
says he believes that homosexuality is a sin and that gay people should be assisted in
dealing with it “just like alcohol…sex addiction…or kleptomaniacs.”
July 19, 1998
8-year-old Christin Lamb is kidnapped, raped, and murdered in Powell, Wyoming.
Her body was found 2 1/2 weeks later in a landfill. Her killer was sentenced to life in
prison.
September 1998
Matthew joins the U of WY LGBT association. He
meets Jon Peacock, his academic advisor and
declares a major: political science.
October 2, 1998
According to Thomas (Doc) O’Connor owner of
Doc’s Class Act Limousine Service in Bosler, Doc
picks Matthew up alongside his friend Tina Labrie.
Matt says, “Hi, my name’s Matt. I’m gay and I want
to go to a gay bar in Fort Collins. Do you have a problem with that?.” They drive 70
miles to Fort Collins and back.
October 5, 1998
According to Doc, Matt joins him for a meal at Subway. They sit for two hours,
talking. Doc recalls, smiling. “He told me about Cody and getting his jaw
busted.” (Last summer in Cody, Wyoming, he had been beaten by a bartender who
said Matthew had made a pass at him.) Doc asked, “‘What did you do to the people
who beat the shit out of you?’ He said, ‘I forgave them and went on with my life.’
Then he paid for my dinner. He was a real nice guy, Matt.”
Tuesday, October 6, 1998
After a meeting of the LGBTA to discuss preparations for Coming Out Day
celebrations scheduled for October 11, Matthew goes to The Fireside Bar where he
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meets Aaron McKinney and Russell Henderson. The three men leave together
sometime between 11pm and Midnight.
Wednesday, October 7, 1998
● Between Midnight and 12:30am, Aaron and Russell assault Matthew, take his
wallet, drive him out to a buck fence at the end of a long route that is at the
edge of town, running through the enclave of Sherman Hills Estates.
● Aaron and Russell continue an assault on Matthew that began once they left
the bar, beating him with their fists and the butt of a .357 Magnum pistol. They
secure his hands to the fence, take his shoes, and leave him. They head back
into Laramie to sell their gun and perhaps find and rob Matthew’s empty
apartment. On the way they encounter Jeremy Herrera and Emiliano Morales
slashing tires. The four begin to fight. Aaron hits Emiliano in the head with
the same gun with which he beat Matthew.
● At 12:45am, the Laramie Police department receives a call reporting a
disturbance and vandalism near Matthew’s apartment. When they arrive at the
scene, all four men flee. Police apprehend Russell and upon search of Aaron’s
truck parked nearby they find the bloody gun, a black leather shoe, and a
credit card with Matthew’s name on the dash. Russell is taken to Ivinson
Memorial Hospital for treatment,
● Between 1 and 1:30am, Aaron arrives home covered in blood and tells his
girlfriend Kristen Price one version of the night’s two crimes. He gives her
Matthew’s wallet, which she hides in one of their year-old son’s dirty diapers.
● Between 2-2:30am, Emiliano Morales arrives at Ivinson Memorial Hospital
seeking treatment for the injury he received from Aaron. The head wound
requires 21 staples.
● Around 3am, Russell is cited for interfering with police and released from
police custody. His girlfriend Chastity Pasley and Aaron’s girlfriend Kristen
Price pick him up.
● At 4:25 P.M, outside a convenience store, Doc bumps into Kristen Price.
Kristen and Aaron had recently moved out of an apartment attached to one of
Doc’s buildings in Bosler after Aaron was arrested on a burglary charge. Doc
asks, “How did Aaron size up to this deal [the sentencing].” Kristin replies
“He’s getting probation, he’s going to pay it oﬀ. But there is a new problem,
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They’re going to get him for attempted murder—for
beating some gay guy up.”
5pm: Aaron comes to Ivinson Hospital suﬀering
from a head injury obtained during the fight with
Morales.
Around 6pm, Aaron Kriefels, another University of
Wyoming student falls during a bike ride on the dirt
trails outside Laramie and uncovers the barely
conscious body of Matthew, so badly disfigured and
still that he initially mistakes it for a Halloween
decoration. Kriefels runs to the nearest house to use
a phone.
6:22pm: The Sheriﬀ ’s Department receives Kriefels’ 911 call. Deputy Reggie
Fluty is the first to arrive on the scene at the fence followed by Detective Rob
DeBree.
7:04pm: Fluty and DeBree escort Matthew to Ivinson Memorial. Matthew’s
university ID card identifies him and gives police an emergency contact
number. When they arrive at Ivinson, DeBree notices Aaron McKinney’s truck
parked in the hospital lot.
8pm: Matthew is transferred to Poudre Valley Hospital in Ft. Collins CO.
8:45pm: Rob DeBree conducts his first informal interview with Kristen Price
and Aaron before the young man is transported to Poudre Valley for
treatment. Aaron claims someone stole his vehicle while he was with Russell at
a diﬀerent Laramie bar. The Laramie police seize the truck as evidence.
Around 10pm Kristen Price, who has also been informally questioned by
DeBree at the hospital as she waited on Aaron, calls Chastity and Russell for a
ride home. The three of them drive to Cheyenne to dispose of Russell’s bloody
clothes.

Thursday, October 8, 1998
● 4am: friends of Matthew identify the black leather shoes found in Aaron’s
truck as belonging to Matthew.
● 5am: Ivinson Memorial Hospital ER physician Dr. Cantway calls Judy and
Dennis Shepard in Dharham, Saudi Arabia and notifies them of Matthew’s
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admission and the severity of his condition that has required his transport to
Poudre Valley. They book the first flight back to Wyoming, a 20-hour trip.
7:46am: Russell, Chastity and Kristin are picked up by DeBree and other
deputies and brought in for questioning. Russell asks for a lawyer.
Between 9am and 1pm, Kristen and Chastity reveal what they know about
Matthew’s beating and their part in the cover-up.
1:25pm: police find Russell’s bloodstained sneakers at Chastity’s mother’s
house.
4:30pm: A search warrant gives oﬃcers access to Aaron and Kristin’s house
where they find Matthew’s wallet, driver’s license and Aaron’s bloody clothes.
Local news aﬃliates report on the discovery of Matthew’s body and the
circumstances surrounding his assault.
Around 9-10pm: Aaron is released from Poudre Valley Hospital and
immediately taken into custody by the Laramie Police Department.

Friday, October 9, 1998
● National news aﬃliates pick up the story of Matthew’s beating.
● 10:40am: DeBree begins his oﬃcial interrogation of Aaron, who confesses
later that morning.
● Mid-day: The Shepard family
arrives in Ft. Collins.
Matthew is in a coma, his
breathing assisted by a
ventilator. When discussing
what measures are possible
for their son, they express to
the attending doctors that
Matthew was an organ donor
and are told for the first time
of their son’s HIV status.
● Afternoon: Aaron, Russell, and Chastity are arraigned in the Albany County
courtroom. Aaron and Russell are charged with three counts of kidnapping,
aggravated robbery, and attempted first-degree murder. (Right)
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Saturday, October 10, 1998
The University of Wyoming homecoming parade features an impromptu ending
procession behind a yellow banner with
three green circles (symbols of peace
created by the school’s United
Multicultural Center) in honor of Matthew.
By the end of the parade route an
estimated 500-800 participants had joined
this part of the march.
Before the afternoon’s football game, a
moment of silence for Matthew was held
and players had the UMC’s green circles
emblazoned on their helmets.
Sunday, October 11, 1998
Candlelight vigils for Matthew are held across the US.
In Laramie, Father Roger Schmit organizes a vigil at the U of WY’s Newman
Catholic Center. U of WY President Phil DuBois speaks to the assembled crowd of
about 1000.
Monday, October 13, 1998
At 12:53am: Matthew dies without
ever regaining consciousness.
Flags are flown at half-staﬀ on the
U of WY campus. Gay Awareness
Week events begin.
Wednesday, October 14, 1998
The Human Rights Campaign
holds a candlelight vigil on the
steps of the U.S. Capitol. Speakers include Ellen DeGeneres, Senator Ted Kennedy.
Wyoming’s two senators – Craig Thomas and Michael Enzi – do not attend.
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Thursday, October 15, 1998
The US House of Representatives passes House Resolution 597 condemning
Matthew’s murder. Five days later, Senators John Kerry (MA) and Patty Murray (WA)
urge their colleagues to pass the Hate Crimes Prevention Act. Republicans defeat any
motion to move forward on federal hate crime legislation. Despite the attention
surrounding Matthew’s murder, for the next ten year no federal legislation (or WY
state legislation) is passed to include sexual orientation or gender identity/expression
as protected categories, which would allow prosecutors the ability to secure federal
funds and greater criminal penalties for crimes motivated by homophobia.
Casper City Council meets in special session to pass an ordinance to ban
demonstrations on public property within fifty feet of a funeral service.
Friday, October 16, 1998
Matthew’s funeral is held at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Casper, WY. Members
of Kansas’ Westboro Baptist Church, led by the Reverend Fred Phelps, arrive in
Wyoming and, from a roped oﬀ area across the street from the church, shout and
attempt to antagonize the 1000+ mourners in attendance. Some members of the
crowd sing “Amazing Grace” in order to drown out Phelps’ group. (Funeral below)
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November 14, 1998
Director Moises Kaufman and members of the Tectonic Project arrive in Laramie
and collect interviews with other 200 townspeople and others surrounding the case.
They depart in December; returning in April 1999 and October 1999 to complete
their interviews.
November 19, 1998
Rob Debree testifies at a preliminary hearing where charges against Aaron are
increased to first degree murder, robbery, and kidnapping. Debree quotes from his
taped interrogation that both men pretended to be gay in order to lure Matthew into
the truck. Soon after they drove away, Aaron sayid to Matthew: “Guess what, we’re
not gay. You’re going to get jacked. It’s Gay Awareness Week.”
December 1, 1998
On what would have been Matthew’s 22nd birthday, the Shepard family creates the
Matthew Shepard Foundation
January 3, 1999
Henderson’s mother, Cindy Dixon, is found frozen to death on the outskirts of
Laramie. Two weeks later, Dennis Menefree is arrested and charged with rape and
murder. In December, he strikes a deal (the
temperatures tampers with the rape kit) and is
sentenced to 4-9 for manslaughter. (Dixon; Left)
February 19, 1999
Billy Gaither, 39, is found in a landfill in Alabama.
Gaither had been beaten with an ax-handle, throat slit,
and lit on fire atop a pile of tires. Two acquaintances
are arrested and charged, Steven Mullens and Charles
Butler. After initial confessions, both plead not guilty
under the ‘Gay Panic’ defense. In August, both men
are convicted and serve life in prison.
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April 2, 1999
Russell Henderson’s lawyer negotiates a plea bargain. Henderson will plead guilty
and testify against McKinney in exchange for two life sentences. It is left up to the
judge whether the life sentences are served concurrently or consecutively.
April 5, 1999
Henderson pleads guilty and the sentencing period begins. Statements are read by
Judy Shepard, Lucy Thompson, and Aaron McKinney. Judge Jeﬀrey A. Donnell
sentences Henderson to two consecutive life sentences. Outside the Albany County
Courthouse Fred Phelps and his congregation hold a vocal protest. Romaine
Patterson and members of the U of WY LGBTA meet Phelps with their first “Angel
Action '' counter-demonstration.
October 8-13, 1999
One year after the murder, the University of Wyoming drama department stages
Tony Kushner’s Angels in America directed by Harry Woods.
October 11, 1999
Jury selection begins for the Aaron McKinney trial. Again Phelps returns and again
he is met by the “Angel Action” group.
October 25, 1999
Opening statements begin. McKinney’s attorneys assert their client killed Matthew
but that it was not a premeditated crime. Though the term ‘gay panic’ is never used,
the defense argues that Aaron’s violence was created by his chronic drug abuse,
repressed memories of prior sexual molestation, and Matthew’s unwanted sexual
advances.
November 1, 1999
After a week of testimony, Judge Barton Voigt rules that the jury cannot consider the
defense’s argument of “homosexual-rage syndrome.” Dion Custis, McKinney’s
attorney, then brings to the stand two other individuals who testify that in previous
instances Shepard had made unwanted sexual overtures. (It is believed that his
defense and these witnesses are the reason why McKinney is later found not guilty of
first degree murder).
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November 3, 1999
The jury returns a verdict after only 10 hours of deliberations of guilty of kidnapping,
felony murder, and second-degree murder. Despite the one hold-out against Aaron’s
conviction for first-degree murder, under Wyoming law, conviction of murder in
commission of a kidnapping makes Aaron eligible for the death penalty. Immediately
after the verdict, Aaron’s defense approaches the Shepards with a request that their
client receive the same sentence that Henderson received. In exchange, Aaron
agrees to never talk to the press or profit from the case.
November 4, 1999
Dennis Shepard makes a statement to the court. Aaron is
sentenced to two consecutive life terms. (McKinney; Left)
Late November, 1999
The Tectonic Theatre Project leaves Laramie and returns
to NYC to begin work developing a documentary play
entitled, “The Laramie Project”.
February 19, 2000
The Laramie Project premieres at the Denver Theatre
Center where it runs until April 1.
May 2000
The Laramie Project moves to the Union Square Theatre in NYC for a five-month run.
November 2000
The Tectonic Project brings The Laramie Project Laramie.
March 2001
Legislation to expand and enhance federal crime legislation is introduced again in
Congress. While the name is the Local Law Enforcement Enhancement Act, it is
informally known as the Matthew Shepard Act. It dies in committee. Over the course
of the next eight years, it is re-introduced many times and either dies in committee
or is stripped of its most important pieces of legislation.
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June 2001
Focus on the Family issues a public statement in opposition to the Legislation in
Congress asserting that such a law would “harm people of faith, chill free speech, and
even lead to legalizing same-sex marriage.”
January 2002
Moises Kaufman’s film version of The Laramie Project premieres at the Sundance Film
Festival.

November 26, 2004
ABC News’ 20/20 premiers an episode titled, Matthew Shepard: Secrets of a Murder,
which features interviews with Aaron and Russell (this appearance was in violation of
his plea agreement). The episode argued that gay rights groups as well as Matthew’s
friends and family pushed the “hate crime angle” of a case motivated simply by
“money and drugs.” The Episode wins a 2006 Writer’s guild of America (West)
Award. Many groups decry the episode as revisionist history and used to help bolster
Russell’s continued appeals. (Vargas/McKinney above)
August 2005
Russell appeals his conviction again in federal court.
November 2005
The LGBT-focused documentary program In the Life premieres the episode, Setting
the Record Straight, debunking the claims of the 20/20 episode. They interview many
13

of the same people from the 20/20 episode and discuss how the drug use and robbery
motive was rejected by the jurors in the original case due to overwhelming physical
evidence. In the Life, charges ABC News and reporter Elizabeth Vargas, created a
story using misleading interviews and editing tactics.
September-October 2008
Members of the Tectonic Theatre Project return to Laramie to interview residents
on the 10th anniversary of Matthew’s death.
November 4, 2008
Catherine Connolly becomes the first openly gay or lesbian member of the Wyoming
legislature. She is re-elected for a second term in 2010. As of today, she remains a
tenured professor at University of Wyoming and a member of the State legislature.
She was named minority leader in 2017.
April 29, 2009
During debate on the floor of the US House of Representatives about the bill now
informally called The Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Act, Rep. Virginia Foxx (RNC) calls the use of the term “hate crime” a “hoax”. After public outcry, she
apologizes and says that she was just echoing the 20/20 episode. She is not the only
representative to voice criticism. Rep. Mike Pence (R-IN) touts his opposition on
his website claiming that, “I fear this legislation, intentionally or unintentionally,
could have a chilling eﬀect on the religious expression and the religious freedom of
millions of Americans.”
September 24, 2009
US Representative Jim McDermott (D-WA) introduces House Resolution 777
“honoring those participating in a production of The Laramie Project: 10 Years Later in
remembrance of Matthew Shepard.”
October 12, 2009
Over 100 theaters around the world participate in a simultaneous staged reading of
The Laramie Project: 10 Years Later- An Epilogue.
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October 28, 2009
At a ceremony in the East Room of the White House, President Obama signs into
law The Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act which was
signed by Congress as part of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2010. “No one in America should ever be afraid to walk down the street holding the
hand of the person they love.” - Barack Obama.
September 2010
Members of the original Tectonic Theater
Project craft a six-city tour of both The
Laramie Project and The Laramie Project: 10
Years Later- An Epilogue. The tour coincides
with a rash of news reports about suicides
as a result of anti-gay bullying including
Raymond Chase (19), Brandon Bitner (14)
(left) , Carl Joseph Walker-Hoover (11),
Seth Walsh (13), Asher Brown (13), Lance
Lundsten (18), Billy Lucas (15), and Eric
Mohat (17).
September 22, 2010
Rutgers University Freshman Tyler Clementi jumps to his death. Days before
Clementi’s roommate streamed a live broadcast of Clementi in an encounter with
another man over the internet. In a moment reminiscent of Shepard, the University
transforms its homecoming celebration into a memorial.
December 19, 2010
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell is repealed by the US Senate in a 65-31 vote.
January 2011
After a mass shooting and attempted assassination of Congresswoman Gabrielle
Giﬀords in Tucson, Arizona. Westboro Baptist Church announces plans to protest
the funeral of 9-year-old Christina Taylor Green (who was born on September 11,
2001). In response, the Tucson community mobilizes their own Angel Action.
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(Westboro decides not to attend - the angels do). (Left;
A very young dramaturg smiling like an idiot with his boss
Gabby Giﬀords)
March 2, 2011
The US Supreme Court, citing the First Amendment,
rules 8-1 in favor of the Westboro Baptist Church and
their funeral protests. In 2003, WBC expanded their
pickets to include AIDS funerals, Hillel centers, The
Laramie Project, and soldiers who have died in Iraq and Afghanistan.
November 6, 2012
Krysten Sinema (D-AZ) is the first openly bisexual person to be elected to the House
of Representatives. Tammy Baldwin (D-WS) is the first openly gay person elected to
the Senate. Sinema is now a Senator alongside Baldwin having won in 2018.
October 2013
The Book of Matt: The Truth about the Murder of Matthew Shepard is published by
Stephen Jimenez (who won a Writer’s Guild Award for his work on the original 20/20
piece). The book concludes that the crime was not a hate crime, but rather that
Shepard was a methamphetamine dealer who knew his killers and it was drug
transaction gone awry.
In this story, Shepard and McKinney were working for rival drug circles to
support their habits, and occasionally forced to pay their debts in sex. The two men
knew each other. McKinney had hustled in a Denver gay club. Shepard had risked
rough trade. The limo driver they both used to travel to Colorado, Doc O’Connor,
also ran male escorts. McKinney was his boy. According to the book, Doc was
menacing. (O'Connor denies having any involvement in the sex or drug trade).
On October 6, Shepard was scheduled to make a run that would have brought
six ounces of meth to Laramie. He reserved the limo but broke the date. McKinney,
high, had spent the day desperate for a fix to his drug hunger and money problems:
trying to trade the gun again; beating a friend/dealer; finally itching to rob a
connection of an expected six ounces of meth. Patrons at the Fireside said he and
Shepard met in the bathroom before their last ride.
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***Dramaturgical Note - Rarely in the construction of research do I voice my own
opinion, but after having read The Book of Matt, read the majority of reviews and sites
debunking the book, I have come to the conclusion that while there may be
elements of the story that are, indeed factual, there are too many mistakes, factual
inconsistencies, false correlations, and unreliable sources to believe the book as
anything more than a journalist coming to a conclusion before researching the topic.
I encourage anyone interested to read the article by Luke Brinker of Media Matters
(Debunking Stephen Jimenez's Eﬀort To De-Gay Matthew Shepard's Murder)
October 21, 2014
Wyoming oﬃcially recognizes same-sex marriage, following a decision by state
oﬃcials to not appeal a federal court decision that found the state’s ban on same-sex
marriage unconstitutional. It had prohibited marriage by statute since 1977 and had
enacted a more explicit ban in 2003.
May 15, 2015
After seventeen years, Laramie finally passes legislation to combat LGBT
discrimination. The Laramie Non-discrimination Ordinance passes with a 7-2 vote from
the City Council. The ordinance prohibits discrimination against the LGBT
community in housing, workplace, and public accomodations. "I'm thrilled that
Laramie's doing it, at the same time sort of saddened that the state of Wyoming can't
see fit to do that as well. Maybe the rest of Wyoming will understand this is about
fellow human beings and not something that's other than what they are." - Judy
Shepard
June 26, 2015
Obergefell v Hodges is decided by the
Supreme Court of the United States.
The 5-4 ruling made same-sex marriage
legal. The Court ruled that the
fundamental right to marry is
guaranteed to same-sex couples both in
the Due Process Clause and the Equal
Protection Clause of the Fourteenth
Amendment.
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June 12, 2016
Omar Mateen, a 29-year-old security guard, killed 49 people and wounded another 53
inside Pulse, a gay nightclub in Orlando, Florida. After a three-hour standoﬀ,
Mateen was killed by police. The Orlando Nightclub shooting is the deadliest
incident of violence against LGBT people in US History.
July 2016
For the first time the Justice department uses The Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr.
Hate Crimes Prevention Act to bring charges against Joshua Brandon Vallum in the
murder of Mercedes Williamson, a transgender woman in Alabama. He is given life
in prison.
April 25, 2017
Wyoming Senator Mike Enzi in a speech at Greybull High School and Middle School
said, “We always say that in Wyoming you can be just about anything you want to be,
as long as you don’t push it in somebody’s face. I know a guy who wears a tutu and
goes to bars on Friday night and is always surprised that he gets in fights. Well, he
kind of asks for it.”
July 26, 2017
President Trump bans transgender service members from serving in "any capacity" in
the U.S. military, threatening to fire 15,000 currently serving troops over Twitter. (It
later goes into eﬀect in April of 2019)
September 9, 2017
Reporting reveals the CIA canceled a planned speech about diversity and LGBTQ
rights set to be given by Judy and Dennis Shepard.
December 22, 2017
President Trump sings the GOP tax bill, which targets low-income and LGBTQ
communities, into law.
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September 24, 2018
The Matthew Shepard Foundation and Tectonic Theater Project come together for a
campaign to #EraseHate in honor of the 20th anniversary of Matthew Shepard’s
murder at the Laramie: A Legacy benefit in New York City.
October 26, 2018
Matthew Shepard’s ashes are interred at the National Cathedral in Washington DC.
Dennis Shepard, “Matthew loved church, he loved the ceremony. He loved the fact
that it was a safe place for anyone who wanted to enter, that it was a welcoming place
for anyone who wanted to enter, it was a place of acceptance for anyone who wanted
to enter.” (Judy, Dennis, and their other son, Logan, at the National Cathedral; below)

November 7, 2018
Danica Roem becomes the first openly transgender person to be elected to any U.S.
state legislature.
January 8, 2019
Jared Polis is elected in Colorado as the first ever openly gay American governor.
April 14, 2019
Pete Buttigieg becomes the first ever openly gay Democratic presidential candidate.
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May 13, 2019
President Trump declares his opposition to the Equality Act, a direct flip flop from
his previous stance on the issue more than a decade ago.
August 23, 2019
The Trump Administration submits an amicus brief asking the U.S. Supreme Court
to rule against workplace protections for LGBTQ Americans.
October 11, 2019
The Trump Administration announced its support of allowing faith-based schools to
use religion as a so-called "right to discriminate" against LGBTQ teachers and staﬀ
and removing pro-LGBTQ curriculum in classrooms.
March 4, 2020
Judy Shepard gives a speech at Luther College on her time as President of the
Matthew Shepard Foundation. Her speech is applauded for being both actionoriented and funny. Shepard said her mission now is to “educate, educate, educate.”
Finally she said, “We have an action play— it’s called voting.”
Today
There are only four states without statewide legislation against Hate Crimes. There
are Hate Crime laws in 46 states and Washington D.C. The four states without
legislation: Georgia, Arkansas, South Carolina, and Wyoming.
Currently, 44% of the LGBTQ population lives in states that do not have laws
prohibiting employment discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender
identity. Wyoming doesn’t have a law.
Wyoming also doesn’t have a law banning conversion therapy on minors (Iowa
doesn’t either).
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A Present Day List of the People in The Laramie Project
Aaron Kreifels (Current) - Kreifels is a partner in Dush Construction in Grand
Island, NE, but it has not been smooth sailing since Laramie. He suﬀered PTSD and
fell into addiction. He took multiple years to complete school, graduating from U of
Wyoming in 2008 with a BA in Environmental Science. He moved out to Omaha to
paint houses and then fell into trouble with drugs and the law. Kreifels was put on
probation three times - CA 2006, AZ 2007, and Utah in 2015. In 2016, at age 37, he
plead guilty to three of four charges he faced in U.S. District Court after a search at
his home last year that turned up 2 pounds of marijuana and a safe in his bedroom
with more than $18,000, a Ruger Model P95 9mm handgun and psilocybin
mushrooms. He was sentenced to 30 months in jail.
Aaron McKinney (Current/2009) - Due to prison
overpopulation, McKinney is serving his time in a
Mississippi Prison. After interviews done as part of the
infamous 20/20 story and the ten hours he did with Greg
Pierotti for The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later, he has
refused interviews. “The night I did it, I did have hatred
for homosexuals,” McKinney told Pierotti, he also
admitted that when he and Henderson zeroed in on that
night at the Fireside Lounge, they did so because “he was
obviously gay.” “That played a part. His weakness. His
frailty,” McKinney told Pierotti. In 2018, Albany County
Sheriﬀ David O’Malley, who investigated Shepard’s murder
20 years before, shared a letter written to Henderson by
McKinney while the two were both awaiting trial. In the letter, McKinney tells
Henderson that, at trial, he wants his friend to blame “everything” on him — even
alleging that Henderson asked him to stop beating Shepard, and that he was “drunk
and pointing a cannon” at his friend. He also makes clear the homophobic element of
the brutal murder — although he claims not to have known Shepard was gay when he
and Henderson first approached him. “After that, he mouthed oﬀ, so I hit him a few
more times and his fag ass died,” McKinney wrote. “… At no time did we know he
was gay until he tried to get on me.” (Left; Aaron with his father in a prison visit)
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Amanda Gronich (Current) - Amanda Gronich is an Emmy-nominated writer who
has developed and scripted dozens of hours of television programming for networks
including National Geographic Channel, Discovery Channel, Animal Planet, and
TLC Over a ten-year career, Amanda became the Supervising Senior Writer at Hoﬀ
Productions and worked as a lead series writer at National Geographic Television.
Prior to her work in television, Amanda trained at NYU and performed as an actor
in both theater and film. She also became a charter member of Tectonic Theater
Project, where she directed the company’s Toronto production of Moisés Kaufman’s
Gross Indecency: The Three Trials of Oscar Wilde. Amanda was a member of the original
group of theater artists who traveled to Wyoming and co-created The Laramie Project.
Currently, Amanda teaches graduate-school non-fiction storytelling at City College
New York and works as a dramaturg and development consultant. She recently
completed her first novel and is at work on a sequel.
Andy Paris (Current) - Andy is a writer and actor.
Currently, he works for the North Carolina School of
the Arts teaching devised theatre. As a founding
member of Tectonic Theater Project, he helped
develop Moment Work, a technique for theatrical
exploration and interdisciplinary collaboration. He
has taught the technique for the past 10 years at New
York University, DePaul, Bucknell, Amherst College,
University of Northern Iowa and Missouri State
University. He’s appeared in numerous oﬀ-Broadway
and oﬀ-oﬀ-Broadway productions, and recorded
“Smile,” a radio play for NPR, and countless audio
books for authors including Jodi Picoult, Nathaniel
Fick, Wendy Mass and Ursula Le Guinn. Recent
directing credits include “Momentum” at Western Australia Academy of Performing
Arts, the world premiere of “Uncommon Sense” at the Gallagher Bluedorn
Performing Arts Center in Cedar Falls, Iowa.
Barbara Pitts (Current) - Barbara Pitts McAdams began working on The Laramie
Project following her 1998 appearance in Leigh Fondakowski’s I Think I Like Girls She
appears in the original production of Laramie as well as in HBO Films’ The Laramie
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Project and shares an Emmy nomination for Outstanding Made for TV Movie. In
2004, Barb began to codify the Moment Work teaching process and created the
internal teaching manual. As a Moment Work master teacher, she has led training
labs and devised new plays at numerous colleges and high schools. She has also served
as an adjunct professor for Drew University and CUNY’s Applied Theater MA
program.
Catherine Connolly (Current) - Dr. Connolly arrived at UW in August of 1992
with a Ph.D. in Sociology and a law degree. She has served as the Director of
Women’s Studies from 2000-06, and from 2013-16. In 2008, Cathy was elected to
serve in the Wyoming House of Representatives,
representing House District 13 in Laramie. She is
currently the Wyoming House Minority Leader. In her
legislative capacity, Cathy has also earned certificates from
the Harvard Kennedy School of Government and Western
Legislative academy for state leaders. She serves on
numerous national, state, and community-based
committees and boards. Cathy and her wife, Julie, live in
town with their dog, Milo. Cathy has learned to love Julie’s
herd of llamas. Cathy has a son who makes his living
making fun of her as a stand-up comic in NYC. Dr.
Connolly’s research involves an examination of social stratification and institutions,
particularly the law and the economy. Her work often has a practical bent with an eye
towards social justice. She has published pieces that address issues in Wyoming
including the wage gap between men and women, and gay rights. She is currently a
member of the Pathways from Prison research collaborative, examining the
experiences of currently and formerly incarcerated women in Wyoming.
Chasity Pasley (2017) - Not figured in the play, but Chasity was the girlfriend of
Russell Henderson. After getting out of prison at age 22, she moved to Salt Lake
City. She attended Stevens Henager College and later went into education and
became the Dean of Students at Utah Career College. She died in 2017 at the age of
39.
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Doc O’Connor (2013) - (Left; Doc in
2004) Doc moved to Bosler, WY back
in 1979 and began to remake the
crumbling old railroad town into his
“Western Village”. At one point, he
owned a collection of apartments and
leased one of them to Aaron
McKinney and Kristin Price. He also
ran a used-furniture and antiques
shop, an adult bookstore, and Doc’s
Class Act Limousine Service. Even
though the website looks turn of the
century both companies are supposedly still open. The more you learn about Doc
O’Connor, the more he becomes an unreliable narrator and a massive mystery. He
was heavily involved with the Jimenez book as a source. He is extremely mysterious
and keeps almost zero online presence, but he talks to reporters. In my research, I
continue to see his name pop up in a quote - including in one from Jonas Slonaker in
which supposedly Doc infers that he slept with Aaron McKinney.
Doug Laws (2012) - Doug Laws was called to serve as a bishop in the Loveland
Stake of the Mormon Church. As bishop, Laws will oversee the spiritual and
temporal well-being of approximately 300 members of the Mariana Butte Ward
(congregation). The role of an LDS Bishop is a volunteer assignment; it entails a
substantial commitment of time and eﬀort, with no financial remuneration. Laws
and his wife, Lori, have three children.
Dr. Cantway (Current) - Dr. Cantway, MD practiced Emergency Medicine in
Laramie, WY. Dr. Cantway graduated from University of Chicago Pritzker School of
Medicine in 1967 and was in practice for 49 years. He recently retired and picked up
skiing and ski instructing.
Father Roger Schmit (Current?) - Either current or retired, at age 85, Father Roger
was the pastor of the St. Paul Newman Center, a catholic Parish at the University of
Wyoming at the time of the murder. He moved to Kansas City and is the chaplain at
Providence St. Margaret Hospital and also St. John Hospital in Leavenworth, a senior
24

associate at Saint Patrick's Catholic Church and a monk of
Conception Abbey in Missouri. He has been an ordained
priest since 1962. Father Roger has been engaged with the
stories from The Laramie Project and has returned to
Laramie on numerous occasions including for the opening
of the film Matthew Shepard was a Friend of Mine. Before
Shepard’s death, Schmit admits, ““There was something
inside me that would not let me speak out about what was
inflicted on out brothers and sisters that were gay.” Today, he now openly speaks and
believes that heterosexuals and homosexuals should be equal and equally proud of
their sexualities.
Fred Phelps (2014) - Fred Phelps is dead. He was an American minister and civil
rights attorney who served as pastor of the Westboro Baptist Church based in
Topeka, KS. It is an independent fundamentalist ministry that Phelps founded in
1955, has been called "arguably the most obnoxious and rabid hate group in America”.
Its signature slogan, "God Hates Fags", remains the name of the group's principal
website.
Governor Jim Geringer (Current) - is a retired American politician who was the
30th Governor of Wyoming serving from 1995 - 2003.
Gil and Eileen Engen (2009) - In life and in death, Gil and Eileen Engen were
inseparable. Married for 57 years, the ranching couple were almost never apart from
each other. "I never did see a day when they didn't kiss
each other good morning and give each other a hug,"
said their daughter, Dee Dee Stonum. After serving in
the military during World War II, Gil returned to
Wyoming and married a diﬀerent girl. But in 1946, his
wife died in an automobile accident. And eventually,
Gil turned his eye towards Eileen, now a pretty highschooler. The couple married in 1952; after that, they
were rarely apart. So when Eileen suﬀered a massive
stroke on Dec. 3 at the couples' ranch outside
Laramie, and Gil was told she wasn't going to make it,
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he was devastated. That night Gil went to bed. He never woke up. The doctors said
Gil, who had been in good health, died of natural causes. But his daughter, Terrialee
Lankford, had a diﬀerent diagnosis. "He died of a broken heart, because he was
going to be alone, and he just couldn't stand that," Lankford said. "He couldn't stand
the thought of being without mom." They died 12 hours apart; together at the end,
December, 2009.
Greg Pierotti (2018) - joined Tectonic Theater Project as an actor in Gross Indecency:
The Three Trials of Oscar Wilde in 1996. He was an actor and an associate writer on The
Laramie Project. He was co-writer of the HBO teleplay The Laramie Project, for which
he and fellow company members share a Humanitas Prize and an Emmy nomination.
He was a co-writer on Laramie: Ten Years Later. He has been a master teacher of
Moment Work since 2004. He was the head writer on Leigh Fondakowski’s The
People’s Temple. He has developed his plays Apology and B More at Berkeley Repertory’s
Ground Floor. His latest research explores cross-pollinations between theater and
anthropology. He uses theatrical devising techniques to help ethnographic writers
create performance or to re-engage the empirical data they have collected in eld
research as they write. He is an assistant professor in the MFA of generative
dramaturgy at the University of Arizona.
Harry Woods (2018) - Harry Woods grew up in Cheyenne,
Wyoming. He had a loving family, friendly neighbors with
homes that were always unlocked. He grew up alongside
Republicans and Democrats, lived across from the Mormon
Church and had friends that were both Jewish and
Catholic. It wasn’t until college, he notes, that he came to
realize “not everyone likes everyone else.” By luck of the
draw, Woods avoided Vietnam. He dropped out of college
at Arizona State, came out of the closet and moved to New
Mexico with a partner from his first significant
relationship. Once the war ended, he went back to his
roots: Theatre ``There was a freedom that I could do
anything I wanted to do,” he explains of this time period.
“That was a really good feeling.''After a community theater
stint in Denver, Woods went back to college. After graduating from the University of
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Wyoming with a theater degree he got jobs in the field — first in Lawrence, Kan.,
then back in Laramie at the university, then to Cheyenne where there were two
“delightful” playhouses and a community very engaged in theater.Then, in the
twilight of his professional career — “I like to say I’ve advanced to level 70,” he joked
earlier this week — Woods came to Crested Butte as the director of the town’s long
standing Mountain Theatre. That was 2012 and not exactly a halcyon period for the
small but colorful community theater organization. “I could tell the theater had
been through a diﬃcult time, and I was so glad I knew nothing about it, or anyone
involved,” he recalls. “I’ve always believed that when you go make your own judgment
calls, you don’t let people form those opinions for you.'''I'm such a peacenik,” he
continues. “I try to look at the positive and eliminate the negative. But at the same
time you don’t run away from the negative. You deal with it, you address it. We all
have to do our part to keep our society the way we know it can be, which is civil.”
Woods decided to retire the best way he knew how: personally and professionally. “I
was reluctant to revisit the ‘Laramie Project,’” says Woods, who for more than two
years upon its release was immersed with the show, seeing its debuts in Denver, New
York and Sundance. “But it’s as relevant today as it was then.” Plus, Woods says, the
“Laramie Project” is a play about hope. After he directed The Laramie Project for the
Crested Butte Mountain Theatre, he retired and now lives peacefully in his Gunnison
Valley home.
Jedadiah Schultz (Current) - Schultz recently directed Lindsey Ferrentino's play
Ugly Lies The Bone at Fordham
University and The Ragged Claws
by Lina Patel at The Cherry
Lane Theater. Most recently he
directed Sarah Ruhl's Eurydice at
the College of Staten Island.
Other credits include Buddy
Holly At The Armory by Zac Kline
and The Sweet Life by Lina Patel
as part of The Samuel French
Oﬀ Oﬀ Broadway Short Play
Festival. Jedadiah teaches acting
at NYU/Playwrights Horizons Theatre School and at the Performing and Creative
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Arts Department, College of Staten Island, City University of New York. In addition
to directing, he has performed extensively as an actor in New York as well as
regionally. Jedadiah is from Laramie, Wyoming, and is proud to be a character in The
Laramie Project, by Moises Kaufman and members of the Tectonic Theater Project.
Education: BFA, University of Wyoming; MFA, Yale School of Drama.
Jeffrey Lockwood (Current) - Dr. Jeﬀrey Alan Lockwood is an award-winning
author and University of Wyoming professor of Natural Sciences and Humanities.
He writes both nonfiction science books, as well as meditations. Lockwood is the
recipient of both the Pushcart Prize and the John Burroughs Medal. His career at
the University of Wyoming began as Assistant Professor of Entomology before
becoming Professor of Natural Sciences and Humanities, then transferring to the
philosophy department and teaching in the Master of Fine Arts program in creative
writing.
Jon Peacock (Current) - Jon Peacock joined Pitkin County in January, 2011 as the
County Manager. Prior to that, he spent 3 years as the Assistant County
Administrator and 5 years as County Administrator for Mesa County. In 2007, Jon
was named "County Administrator of the Year" by the Association of Colorado
County Administrators. Jon came to Colorado in 2002 from Columbus, Ohio, where
he worked as a Fiscal and Policy Analyst for the State of Ohio. Jon previously taught
Political Science and Public Administration at the University of Wyoming and
worked for the City of Laramie, Wyoming. His education includes a master’s degree
in Public Administration and a bachelor’s degree in Political Science, both from the
University of Wyoming.
Jonas Slonaker (Current) - Jonas still lives in Laramie with
his partner, Bill. He works in the Students Aﬀairs oﬃce at
the University of Wyoming as the Coordinator for the
Testing Center. He had wanted to leave Laramie after the
murder, but found his partner, and they decided to stay. He
is outspoken in The Laramie Project: 10 Years Later about
Laramie’s desires to sweep the situation under the rug. He
wrote a letter to the editor that was dismissed (I found it,
and included it in this packet) He is also outspoken about
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Doc O’Connor. In an interview he gave, he claimed that Doc had told him that he
(Doc) used to go over to Aaron McKinney’s apartment when his girlfriend wasn’t
around and they would sleep together.
Judge (Current) - The Judge in the Russell Henderson case was Jeﬀrey A Donnell.
He retired in early 2017. He had been in Laramie only two years and was unprepared
for the attention. The crime part was fine, the problem was the media. "The first day
that I really realized that this was going to be more than a regional sort of case was
when the defendants made their initial appearance in my courtroom because Judge
Castor didn't have room in the old courtroom in the basement of the courthouse and
I sort of poked my head through the door to see what was going on at the time and it
was chaos." There were cameras and media sitting in places reserved for attorneys,
Donnell called it out of control and they quickly realized they needed a plan for the
media. He remembers completely inaccurate news stories and reporters who were
rude.
Kerry Drake (Current) - Kerry Drake of Casper is a Wyoming journalist who
worked for nearly 40 years as a reporter and editor at the Wyoming Tribune Eagle and
Casper Star-Tribune. He writes a weekly column for wyofile.com
Leigh Fondakowski (2018) - was the head writer on The
Laramie Project, a co-writer of The Laramie Project: Ten Years
Later, and an Emmy-nominated co-screenwriter for the HBO
adaptation of The Laramie Project. She has been a member of
Tectonic since 1994. As director, she headed the national tour
of The Laramie Project and Laramie: Ten Years Later, and codirected The Laramie Cycle with Moisés Kaufman at the
Brooklyn Academy of Music. She has directed and developed
plays with playwrights Anne Marie Cummings, Colman
Domingo, Laura Eason, Julia Jordan, Deb Margolin, Lisa
Ramirez, Ellen Gordon Reeves, and Bennett Singer. In 2013, she released her first
nonfiction book, “Stories from Jonestown,” and she is currently adapting it for film.
Leigh is a teaching artist at New Orleans Center for Creative Arts and Naropa
University.
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Lucy Thompson (2016) - Russell Henderson’s Grandmother died in 2016 at the age
of 97.
Marge Murray (2011) - Marge died at the age of 76 on Saturday, March 12th, 2011.
Marge was surrounded by her three children, including Reggie. At the end of The
Laramie Project, Marge tells Greg that she loves him - the friendship was mutual.
Greg Pierotti was also at Marge’s bedside at the time of her passing. He immediately
informed the members of the Tectonic Theater Project of her passing. This is the
end of his email: I guess rather than go on trying to do justice to the events of this
evening, it would be more fitting to close with a spiritual thought from Marge
herself, which I think really says it all:“Uhh, (long pause), we’re all God’s children,
and He don’t care what we’re doin’. Uh, you know I have had three husbands and a
couple of ‘fairs for Chris’sake. And they’ve had to accept me.”
Matt Galloway (Current) - Galloway currently runs
Galloway’s Irish Pub and Eatery inside of El Mark-O Lanes
in Casper, WY alongside his brother. Galloway worked at
The Fireside Bar for another two years until it shut its
doors in 2000. After the murder, the bar deteriorated
pretty quickly. He continued to attend U of Wyoming and
graduated in 2002 with a Master’s in Business
Administration. Immediately after Shepard's death,
Galloway said he was too "hypersensitive" about
intolerance. "I just wouldn't allow it around me. I would
argue with people and get in their face about it, and that's
not the way to approach it either. Don't approach hate with
hate." On Shepard, Galloway said he was overwhelmed by
guilt because he didn't stop his young friend from leaving
the bar with his killers."You just replay it a thousand times
in your head, but you just never know what's going to
happen," he said. "I've come to terms with it, but I will never fully - I still replay it
and think about it." Galloway said he was helped by the silent march through
Laramie during the University of Wyoming's homecoming parade, while Shepard was
in a coma in Fort Collins. He called the event "without a doubt one of the neatest
experiences of my entire existence."
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Matt Mickelson (2010) - Little is known about Matt Mickelson other than he is a
fifth generation Wyoming Cowboy, former barkeep, and Iron worker. Oh, and one
extremely strange story from 2010. In September 2010, Mickelson was married to
Maria Yoon…sort of. Yoon has been married in ceremony but without certificate 48
times now, all part of a performance art piece years in the making that she plans to
one day turn into a documentary. The ceremony was serious, but not how most
would expect. A Korean-American, Yoon's parents began to ask her early in life why
she wasn't married. Although she has been successful in life and art, Yoon's parents
thought perhaps she was "incompetent" for her lack of marriage. In response, Yoon
began to travel to each state, and two U.S. territories, marrying a person and
sometimes an object in each one in hopes of sparking conversation about marriage,
not just within her family, but also in communities around the nation. Now in 2020,
Soon has shown her film in festivals around the country. She is quoted to have said,
“My favorite wedding was Matt’s in Wyoming.” She noted how kind everyone in
Laramie was to her, her story, and her experience.
Moisés Kaufman (MOI-sez k-AW-f-muh-n) (Current) - Tony/Emmy-nominated
director and playwright, and recipient of
the National Medal of Arts from President
Obama, Moisés Kaufman has led Tectonic
Theater Project since its founding in 1991.
His Broadway directing credits include the
revival of Harvey Fierstein’s Torch Song, The
Heiress with Jessica Chastain, 33 Variations
(which he also wrote) starring Jane Fonda; Rajiv Joseph’s Pulitzer Prize finalist Bengal
Tiger at the Baghdad Zoo starring Robin Williams; and Doug Wright’s Pulitzer and
Tony Award-winning play I Am My Own Wife with Jeﬀerson Mays. His play The
Laramie Project (which he wrote with the Tectonic Theater Project company) is
among the most performed plays in the United States. (Left; Moises and his husband in
NYC)
Philip Dubois (Current) - In 1997, Dubois was named president of the University of
Wyoming. On March 18, 2005, Dubois was named UNC Charlotte's fourth
chancellor. Dubois has focused his eﬀorts on building the University's visibility and
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support in the Charlotte region. During his tenure, completed applications among
freshmen and transfer students have grown by 91%, while overall enrollment has
climbed to nearly 29,000 (a 38% increase). Dr. Dubois and his wife, Lisa Lewis
Dubois have three adult children: Logan, an associate with an executive placement
firm in Atlanta; Taylor, an information technology associate with Bank of America;
and Ali, a development associate at the University.
Rebecca Hilliker (Current) - Dr. Rebecca Hilliker is a professor in the Department
of Theatre and Dance at the University of Wyoming where she teaches dramatic
literature and directing. She has directed over 50 productions during her career
including a production of Susan Glaspel’s Trifles for a symposium on “Susan Glaspel’s
Trifles: Culture, Society and the Law '' that took place in Tel Aviv, Israel. The
symposium brought together lawyers and scholars from across disciplines and from
throughout the world to look at the issues of responsibility in the play. She is
currently the National Chair for KCACTF.
Reggie Fluty (As of 2019) - She is a retired Sheriﬀ ’s deputy living with her husband.
She has a daughter, Danielle Prahl, who hosts the podcast Rule Breaker, Dream
Maker. In her career, she worked with death and child abuse. “We think we’re above
the animals and yet at times we act just like them…people have freewill and can be
vicious, but for everyone of those there are a hundred more who are giving and kind
and compassionate.” She has a brilliant sense of self and a joyful optimism despite
what she has been through.
Rob Debree (2016) - DeBree began his career with the Albany County Sheriﬀ ’s
Oﬃce on January 1, 1985. Rob served as the deputy sergeant, detective sergeant,
detective lieutenant and the first K-9 oﬃcer in the county throughout his tenure.
On September 2, 2016, he died. He was 58.
Romaine Patterson (Current) - Romaine is an LGBT rights activist, radio
personality, author, and mother. For nearly two decades, she and her co-host Derek
Hartley have hosted the Derek and Romaine show. Patterson is the youngest of eight
children; three of her brothers are gay, and one of them, Michael, died from AIDS.
Previously, Patterson worked at the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation at
a Regional Media Manager and is the co-owner of DNR events and Resurgence
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fitness and performance. In 2005, she wrote a book
entitled, The Whole World was Watching about her
activism since Shepard’s murder. Currently she lives
in New Jersey with her wife Iris and her thirteen-yearold daughter also named Romaine. (Left; Romaine with
her daughter)
Rulon Stacey (Current) - Stacey has become a
recognized international healthcare leader. Most
recently he was appointed by Navigant to lead its
Healthcare Strategy Business Unity out of Chicago. A
former health system CEO and chairman of the
American College of Healthcare Executives (ACHE), Stacey received ACHE’s
highest honor, the Gold Medal Award, in 2017. Stacey was also twice named to
Modern Healthcare’s 100 Most Influential People in Healthcare and is a past recipient
of the University of Colorado’s Public Administrator of the Year award.
Russell Henderson (As of 2018) - He serves his time at a medium-security Prison
in Torrington. He has become extremely apologetic even penning a letter to Judy
Shepard. He helps imprisoned hospice patients and trains shelter dogs so they can
be adopted. “I think about Matthew every single day of my life. I think about him
and every single one of those days that I’ve had that he hasn’t had, his family hasn’t
had, his friends haven’t had. I'm so ashamed I was ever part of this.”
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Judy & Dennis Shepard (Current) - They founded the Matthew Shepard
Foundation to carry on Matthew’s Legacy. The foundation has multiple elements:
■ Support for The Laramie Project in conjunction with TTP. The organization
has worked with productions in the US, Canada, Australia, France, and the
UK.
■ Matthew’s Place - An online community and blog site designed to provide
support to teenagers and young adults within sexual orientation and gender
identity minorities as well as their allies.
■ Speaker’s Bureau - a program created to send anti-violence awareness speakers
around the country to talk about the impact hate has on local communities.
Judy Shepard is an active speaker making many public appearances a year.
■ Safe Schools Resource - A resource to help teachers, administrators, and school
support staﬀ make their schools safer for students.
■ Small Bear Big Dreams - A Pre-K - 12th grade educational program started in
2007 designed to teach the values of respect for all people and acceptance of
individual diﬀerences
■ Spirit of Matthew Award - An award that honors those who teach diversity,
acceptance, and understanding through their words and actions.
Judy Shepard remains the Foundation’s Board President and is an active public
speaker. Judy also authored a 2009 memoir, “The Meaning of Matthew,” exploring
the family’s journey through the prosecution of Matthew’s assailants, the ensuing
media coverage, and their continuing work to advance civil rights.
Dennis Shepard has served on the Matthew Shepard Foundation board of
directors since the organization’s inception, and currently speaks to audiences around
the country, particularly to victims’ advocacy organizations and law enforcement
audiences about his experiences and the importance of equal treatment of LGBT
crime victims and their loved ones.
Stephen Belber (2018) - Stephen Belber’s plays have been produced on Broadway
and in over 25 countries. They include Match, Tape, Don’t Go Gentle, Dusk Rings a Bell,
McReele, Finally, Geometry of Fire, Fault Lines, Carol Mulroney, A Small, Melodramatic Story,
One Million Butterflies, The Power of Duﬀ and The Muscles In Our Toes. He was an
Associate Writer on The Laramie Project, and co-writer on The Laramie Project: Ten
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Years Later. He is still working as a writer/actor. Most recently he wrote O.G., an
HBO Prison film starring Jeﬀrey Wright.
Stephen Mead Johnson (2004) - Formerly a minister of a Unitarian Universalist
congregation in Laramie moved to Reston, VA and said that dealing with the murder
and its impact has become a central part of his ministry. Johnson was originally born
in Webster City, Iowa. He wound up in Laramie three weeks before the murder. His
wife, Penny, was the minister at Poudre Valley Hospital in Fort Collins. She consoled
the Shepard family while they waited in the hospital.
Tiffany Edwards (Current) - After leaving the Branding Iron student newspaper,
Edwards moved to the Laramie Boomerang and eventually the Casper Star Tribune. In
2001, she moved to Hilo, Hawaii where she wrote for the Big Island Chronicle before
transitioning to freelance writing and teaching social studies at Keaau Middle School
in Hilo.
Trish Steger (Current) - Is now the Executive Administrative Assistant at the
University of Wyoming.
Zackie Salmon (Current) - Still works for the University of Wyoming in Student
Aﬀairs. She is the Director Mcnair Scholars Program.
Zublaida Ula (Current) - Today at age 42, Ula
has two jobs; she’s a real estate agent and the
downtown Portland Program Coordinator at
Operation Nightwatch, a homeless services
center. “I always talk about how this play is so
good because it turns the lens on everybody
who was around Matthew. It’s about the larger
picture of this town. It shows how the town
reacts, but I think it also shows how something
like this can happen to begin with. It shows the culture and atmosphere that breeds
this kind of violence.”
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TECTONIC HISTORY
A passage from Moment Work: Tectonic Theater Project’s Process of Devising
Theater
Moisés Kaufman and his husband, Jeﬀrey LaHoste, founded Tectonic Theater
Project in 1991. They had known for a while that they wanted to start a company, but
the final push came from the brilliant Arthur Bartow, who was dean of NYU’s Tisch
School of the Arts while several original Tectonic members were at ETW, and who
had always been very complimentary of their student work. When Moisés decided to
leave school and asked Bartow about getting work, Bartow told him straight out: “No
one will hire you. You should start your own theater company.” This sounded
shocking, coming from someone who had been so supportive, but he went on: “The
things you’re interested in, the questions you’re asking, nobody will pay for you to dig
into those. You have to create your own theater company so you can do the work you
need to do.” Moisés considers this the best advice he has ever received. The mission
of the resulting company was to “create work that explores theatrical language and
forms.”
As is the case for many new theater companies, our early years were
challenging. We often rehearsed in the dining room of Moisés and Jeﬀrey’s
apartment, folding up the dining table then bringing it back for dinner. And we were
producing work in what are now romantically called “non-traditional spaces” around
Manhattan: church basements and decrepit back rooms in bars. The work was
strong, but no one knew us and many times there were more actors on stage than
audience members in seats. (One night we performed Franz Xavier Kroetz’s The Nest
—which is a two-character play—and we had one audience member.) However, that
sense of anonymity also gave us great freedom and an exhilarating sense of adventure.
We spent our early years staging existing experimental works, engaging in
creative dialogue with writers we admired. We produced plays by Samuel Beckett,
Franx Xavier Kroetz, Sophie Treadwell, and Naomi Iizuka, and we workshopped the
work of Bertolt Brecht.
Our first production was Women in Beckett, a collection of all of Samuel
Beckett’s short plays for women (Not I, Footfalls, Rockaby, Come and Go). The venue was
the lobby of Theater for the New City, in November of 1991. The space was only
separated from the other theaters by a curtain, so when other performances finished
we could hear people talking as they walked out. (Not a perfect atmosphere for
Beckett.) We hired older female actors (ages ranged from 60–75) and set the play in
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an institution for the elderly. Marsha Ginsburg designed the set, a hyper-realistic
nursing home with handrails, electrical outlets, and foot rails, juxtaposed against a
floor made of live grass (which we had to water every night after the show). The
possibility of creating a liminal space that existed in these women’s minds was
exciting. That juxtaposition of the hyper-realistic walls and the live grass presented a
very intimate look at the surreal landscape of the characters’ minds.
During this formative period, Moisés started using a number of exercises to
create work and to explore the formal questions that interested him. Some of these
exercises were popular in the deconstructivist/postmodern movement; others were
created to solve specific problems in production and arrived at by necessity. Shortly, a
process of investigation and questioning began to emerge – a process that would
eventually become Moment Work™.
Using this newfound process we continued to deepen our exploration of both subject
matter and stage vocabularies. We were achieving a certain degree of dexterity in
creating productions that fully explored the theatrical possibilities of a story.
Spending time with the plays of Beckett, Brecht, and Kroetz was serving us well, but
it was not entirely satisfying. We wanted to create new work. Moisés then
encountered Naomi Iizuka, a playwright who shared our interest in experimentation,
and decided to stage her play
Marlowe’s Eye. This production
was important to the company
because it allowed us to work
with a playwright in the room
and take part in the editing
and rewriting of the play.
Marlowe’s Eye tells the
story of Christopher Marlowe’s
m u r d e r, b u t i t a l s o u s e s
contemporary narratives about
current events to comment on
t h e s t o r y. T h e p l a y w a s
formally daring, and because of
its historical scope and depth,
perfectly aligned with our
interests and strengths. During
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this time, other artists began to join Tectonic; Leigh Fondakowski became Moisés’s
assistant director and Maude Mitchell was cast as Queen Elizabeth. (Left)
We had always known that if we were going to be eﬀective in exploring
theatrical languages and theatrical forms, it wouldn’t be enough to only stage existing
plays; we had to tackle the issue of text creation. Marlowe’s Eye was a big step in that
direction. We used Moment Work™ to dig into the ideas of the play, and Naomi
used the moments we were creating to re-write parts of her script. But it hadn’t yet
become evident to Moisés that the Moment Work™ method we had been using to
break down plays could be used to devise entirely new work. That realization came
about with our next project, Gross Indecency: The Three Trials of Oscar Wilde. That
process was the beginning of using Moment Work™ to create our own new plays.
TECTONIC TODAY
Tectonic develops new plays and reimagines existing scripts using the
company’s trademarked theater-making method, Moment Work, in a collaborative
laboratory environment.
With typically 5-10 projects in some phase of development at any time, the
company partners with developmental labs, producing theaters, and commercial
partners to realize their work on the stage. Over the years producing partners have
included La Jolla Playhouse, Berkeley Repertory Theater, BAM, Arena Stage, Center
Theater Group, Denver Center Theater, and Kansas City Repertory, among many
more.
Artistic Director Moisés Kaufman has stated that, “art is a great prism
through which we can understand history and current events.” In 2009, President
Obama invited the company to witness the signing of the Matthew Shepard and
James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act at the White House, recognizing
Tectonic’s contribution to the national dialogue around LGBTQ+ hate crimes.
President Obama awarded Moisés the National Medal of Arts in 2016 for “his
powerful contributions to American Theater,” and with appreciation for how the
company “continues to move audiences with its bold portrayals of contemporary
social issues.”
Tectonic is devoted to creating dazzlingly theatrical works for the stage that
foster vibrant dialogues with our audiences and radical empathy in our global
community.
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Q & A with Moises Kaufman: America is Still at War with Itself
Excerpts taken from The Coloradoan
October 2018
Question: It’s about to be 20
years since Matthew Shepard was
killed. What, to you, is the
significance of this anniversary?
Moises Kaufman: Well, it’s
interesting, because on the one
hand, we have seen a great deal
of progress, right? We have seen
gays in the military, we have seen
marriage equality, we have seen
trans rights to a certain degree,
we have seen PrEP. In 20 years,
that’s an incredible amount of
things that have happened, and I think some measure of that was triggered by the
national response to Matthew’s murder. It was a moment of awakening. It was a
moment where we kind of took control and looked at what we had done and what
was happening in the country as a whole. And on the other hand, there’s still a great
deal of work to be done. Trans people are really under attack right now. Every time
there’s progress in any civil rights movement, there’s a backlash.
Q: Why do you think "The Laramie Project" remains so frequently performed
almost 20 years later? Is the reception diﬀerent today compared to then?
MK: Twenty years ago, everyone knew who Matthew Shepard was. Now, young kids
don’t know that. But the truth is, that the story continues to permeate and continues
to be relevant because for a lot of communities, these are still things they’re dealing
with at their core. It’s not only that the play is so frequently performed, but also —
every so often a university prevents the play from being done. In Uganda there was a
production of "The Laramie Project" that the government forbade and tried to shut
down. In some cases when they do it in high schools, the school board protests it. So
it’s still very much in our minds.
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Q: One thing I found really striking about the play is how you guys were able to
avoid "helicopter journalism" or dropping into a new place and relying on archetypes
or preset narratives to describe it. Was that a conscious eﬀort on your part, and how
did you work to achieve that?
MK: It was very, very, very much a conscious eﬀort. We did six trips over the course
of a year. We kept coming back and trying to listen to the people of the town. When
we had interviews, we’d have interviews that lasted an hour, an hour and a half. We
really tried to get to know the people. And the other thing we tried to do was edit
the interviews in a way that really captured what the people were trying to say. We
allowed them to speak in their own words. We were editing them, of course — we
had 400 hours of interviews. We wanted to hear how the people of Laramie spoke
and how they tried to articulate their experience. We really tried to hear people’s
malapropisms, people's ‘hmms,’ people's patterns of speech. We paid a lot of
attention to those things.
Q: You’ve said before that Matthew’s murder happened at a time when we were
starting to have conversations about social equality that we hadn’t before, and by
taking a closer look at Laramie you could hopefully get a better understanding of
where the country stood on those issues.
Did that end up being the case? Was Laramie a microcosm for that national
conversation?
MK: Definitely. I think some of the media portrayed Laramie as a town of cowboys
and Indians. "Rednecks" and "hillbillies." And (people thought) of course it was
happening in a town like that, but it would never happen in a big metropolis or near a
coast. What we found was exactly the opposite. What was remarkable about Laramie
was not how diﬀerent it was from the rest of the country, but how similar it was to
the rest of the country. Whenever I go to a production of the play or attend a talk or
see people writing about it on Facebook, people always say, "Oh my god, Laramie’s
just like my town." Laramie was a town at war with itself. I think we’re in the middle
of a moment in America where we are having ... a war with ourselves about some of
these ideas Not only (about) homosexuality but also gender identity and religion and
education. We seem to be divided right in the middle. There is no middle ground
right now.
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Q: I see a lot of parallels between the way people talked about Matthew’s murder
back then and our political discourse now. A lot of "This isn’t America," or people
denying some of the more troublesome aspects of what’s going on in politics.
MK: I think one of the ways in which people respond universally to things like this
is by trying to distance themselves from the crime and trying to rewrite the narrative
of the crime. People saying, "Oh it wasn’t a hate crime, it was a robbery gone bad."
When a town’s reputation has been stained, people take it personally, and they try to
rewrite history to accommodate their sense of pride or their sense of identity. I think
that’s something you witness over and over and over again, every time there’s a hate
crime. In Charlottesville (when in 2017 a white supremacist rally left one person
dead), there were a lot of people saying, "We are not like this." Well, a lot of people
in the march were from there. So we say, "We are not like this," but we are like this.
The sooner we begin to own that and talk about that, the sooner we can have a very
diﬀerent kind of conversation, because we’re not just trying to defend ourselves.
Q: This question probably comes up a lot: Why do you think Matthew’s murder
resonated with people so much?
MK: I think there are many reasons. One of them is that it was perceived to be a
crucifixion. Him tied to the fence. You can’t deal with that kind of imagery in this
culture without getting an incredible amount of attention. The other thing is that
Matthew was very photogenic. Everybody saw that picture and fell for that image.
He looked like everybody’s younger kid brother. He looked like he was 14. And he
was at university. The narrative was ready for people to latch onto it. Matthew
Shepard being murdered is perceived very diﬀerently than a Latino drag queen who
goes home with someone and gets killed in their apartment — that isn’t considered a
worthy victim in our culture. But Matthew Shepard is a white, photogenic kid who
was at university. A large part of America could relate to that and project a lot of
things onto that story. There were also banal reasons, like it was a slow news week. It
was kind of a perfect storm.
It was a time in our history when we were just finishing almost 17 years of
AIDS. Our community had learned how to speak publicly. Our community had
learned how to shout. And that community knew how to use the media outlets and
journalists to get our story out. We had learned a lot during the AIDS epidemic
about how to present our discourse in the public forum. We were ready to yell about
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it, and America was ready to hear it. Had Matthew Shepard been murdered in 1988
instead of 1998, he wouldn’t have gotten that kind of attention, because we as a
country were not ready to have that dialogue. But in 1998 I think we were, and not in
small part because of AIDS.
Q: The Tectonic Theater Project went back to Laramie 10 years later for an epilogue.
When you returned, what struck you the most about what had and hadn’t changed in
Laramie?
MK: One of the things that struck me the most was, there was a real desire in a large
part of that community to change the narrative, to say this hadn’t been a hate crime.
There were a lot of good things that happened: A social justice symposium started at
the university. There was a gay pride parade that went right through the center street
of Laramie and ended at a cowboy bar. There was a great deal of progress. But there
was also a backlash of people wanting to change the narrative and clear the town’s
name. If you could say it was a robbery gone wrong, it’s an isolated incident that
doesn’t say anything about the zeitgeist.
Q: What kind of progress would you like to see in America in another 20 years?
MK: In terms of the LGBTQ community, I want to see trans rights across the
board, I want to be sure that another crazy supreme court justice isn’t going to turn
back things that happened years ago. (The same things) so many of us feel.
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The Equality State
World Famous soldier, cowboy, showman, celebrity William “Buﬀalo Bill” Cody is
best known for his Wild West show, which traveled the world for 30 years filled with
sharp-shooting, rope tricks, buﬀalo hunting, and reenactments of events like Custer’s
Last Stand. After spending years with women like Annie Oakley and Calamity Jane,
Cody supported women’s rights, but what was rare, was his loud and vocal support of
women’s suﬀrage. In an interview with The Milwaukee Journal from April 16, 1898, a
reporter asked Cody if he supported women’s suﬀrage. “I do,” the famous showman
responded. “Set that down in great big black type that Buﬀalo Bill favors woman
suﬀrage… These fellows who prate about the women taking their places make me
laugh… If a woman can do the same work that a man can do and do it just as well, she
should have the same pay.” When the reporter followed up with a question about
whether women should have all the same liberties and privileges of men, Cody was
unequivocal in his response. “Most assuredly I do…. If they want to meet and discuss
financial questions, politics, or any other subjects let ‘em do it and don’t laugh at ‘em
for doing it. They discuss things just as sensibly as the men do, I’m sure and I reckon
know just as much about the topics of the day.” Buﬀalo Bill went on to be founder of
Cody, Wyoming and was just one reason why Wyoming earned the nickname the
Equality State. Here are a few other reasons:
■ On September 6, 1870 in Wyoming, Louisa Gardner Swain (1801-1880) became
the first woman in the world to cast a ballot. Law granting women full equality
to men went into eﬀect in 1869 in Wyoming.
■ Esther Morris (1814-1902) was a prominent symbol of Wyoming’s women’s
rights movement, where she led the fight for women’s suﬀrage that was
granted in 1869. A year later, she took political oﬃce as first female justice of
the peace in South Pass City.
■ As the first woman elected to the Wyoming Legislature in 1910, Mary Bellamy
(1861-1954) made history. She further went
on to become the state’s delegate at the
National Suﬀrage Convention in D.C. in
1918.
■ Agnes Chamberlin (1871-1949) edited the
newspaper that William Cody founded, The
Cody Enterprise. She also helped establish
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■

■

■

■

the first radio station in town, Cody Women’s Club and the Chamber of
Commerce. (right)
In 1925, Nellie Tayloe Ross (1876-1977) became the country’s first elected
female governor, when she ran after the death of her husband, Wyoming
governor William Bradford Ross. Ross went on to serve as the Vice Chairman
of the Democratic National Committee
Frances Pound served as the first woman hired to enforce the law in
Yellowstone as a "Rangerette." When she applied for the position in 1926,
Superintendent Horace Albright suggested she use her nickname, Jim. Her
sister, Virginia Pound, followed in her footsteps in 1927. Albright fought
against the Park Service’s "boy’s club" atmosphere by hiring female employees
even when there was animosity towards the idea.
In 1980, former elementary school teacher from Cheyenne, Harriet Elizabeth
Byrd (1926 - 2015), became the first African-American woman to serve in the
Wyoming Legislature, where she served two terms in the House. She later ran
for Senate in 1988 and won, becoming the first African-American to serve in
both houses.
In 2009, Catherine Connolly was elected to the Wyoming State Legislature.
She represents the 13th district, which includes Laramie. She was the first ever
openly gay member of the State Legislature

Here are a few reasons why it shouldn’t be called the Equality State
■ Today, Wyoming ranks 50th in the nation for female representation in its state
legislature.
■ Wyoming has one of the largest gender wage gaps in the country. If progress
continues at the current rate since 1960, the disparity between women’s and
men’s earnings in the United States overall will not close until the year 2058.
At the current rate of progress, the gender wage gap is expected to close last in
Wyoming—in the year 2159
■ There are Hate Crime laws in 46 states and Washington D.C. The four states
without legislation: Georgia, Arkansas, South Carolina, and Wyoming.
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From Colorado Springs to Laramie:
Lessons for Our Profession from My
Journey with Gay Rights
Jon Peacock, November 7, 2018
In this entry, Jon Peacock, County Manager, Pitkin County writes how local government can
and should do better in embracing the LGBTQ community.
This week marks the 20th anniversary of Matthew Shepard’s brutal murder in
Laramie, Wyoming. To mark the anniversary, Matthew’s remains were interned at the
National Cathedral alongside many other figures important to our national story,
including Woodrow Wilson, the father of American Public Administration. I knew
Matthew. His death changed my thinking about gay rights. From my perspective our
profession is stuck in the mid-nineties with a “don’t ask, don’t tell” approach to our
LGBTQ peers. My own journey tells me that while this approach is convenient, it is
not right.
I grew up in Colorado Springs in the ’70’s and ’80’s. This was a dynamic period in the
gay rights movement: Harvey Milk was elected as the first openly gay elected oﬃcial
to the San Fransisco Board of Directors; the rainbow flag was created as a symbol of
gay rights (after Harvey Milk was killed by another elected oﬃcial); the first gay
rights march was held on Washington D.C; Wisconsin outlawed discrimination based
on sexual orientation; and Lambda Legal won the first HIV/AIDS discrimination
case. These events occurred during my pre-teen and early teen years. I was a student
at a Missouri Synod Lutheran School where I was taught the earth was 6,000 years
old, and that homosexuality was a sin. Predictably as landmark events in gay rights
played out on T.V. I said many things to friends and family that reflected the
prejudice I was taught. I wasn’t challenged until a discussion with my sister.
Kathy was eight years my senior and I always looked up to her. She had recently been
discharged from the Marine Corps. I assumed her service was no longer needed since
Reagan had announced the last pages of the Soviet Union were then being written. I
was surprised to learn that she was discharged because she was gay. It was a diﬃcult
reckoning for me. In the end my sister was too important for me to prioritize the
prejudice I had been taught over my relationship with her. With some eﬀort I
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realigned my beliefs just enough to make things right in my teenage world, but didn’t
consider gay rights much beyond that.
In the early 90’s I was a student at the University of Wyoming studying political
science, and was thinking more systematically about gay rights. I supported Clinton’s
1993 decision to sign a military policy directive that prohibited openly gay and
lesbian members from serving in the military, but also prohibited harassment of
“closeted” homosexuals — also known as “don’t ask don’t tell.” This policy fit with
the live and let live philosophy of the west and seemed a reasonable incremental step
towards a broader discussion and recognition of gay rights. It was also convenient, it
didn’t force any seemingly intractable values based discussions.
After receiving my MPA I took a job with the University of Wyoming as an
undergraduate advisor and instructor for introductory courses in political science and
public administration. I met Matthew Shepard my second year. Matthew was a nontraditional student, I was his advisor and instructor. Matthew was only a few years
younger than me, and I greatly enjoyed visiting with him about future plans and
possibilities. Matthew was very interested in civil rights, and becoming an activist.
Matthew being gay was something we never discussed, perhaps in keeping with the
etiquette of the day — “don’t ask, don’t tell.”
I first heard about the attack on Matthew on the radio. As the facts trickled out: that
he was targeted because he was gay; he was beaten and left to die tied to a fence on a
freezing night; and the perpetrators were two locals — a very diﬃcult individual,
local and national debate took shape. The evolution of the local discussion is very
well documented and portrayed in the play and HBO film “The Laramie Project.”
One of the main learnings for me was that “don’t ask don’t tell” while convenient, is
not right. Matthew’s murder, and the subsequent community dialogue brought into
sharp relief how isolating and aﬄictive to members of the LGBTQ community “don’t
ask, don’t tell” is. Worse, it allows an environment where prejudice is allowed to
thrive because it is not talked about nor challenged. Ignoring prejudice perpetuates
divisions that taken to the extreme allow the gravest violation of individual rights
and the tearing of community fabric. I am heartened that Matthew’s death catalyzed
a national dialogue about gay rights, and arguably two decades of the most significant
legal and social evolution on a civil rights issue in our history.
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Our profession has not kept pace. I believe as a profession we are generally beyond
the active prejudice of my youth (though many of our communities are not). I don’t
believe we have evolved much beyond “don’t ask, don’t tell.” As a profession we can
and should do better. Our profession needs an active forum to understand the
challenges of, and to support our LGBTQ peers and I look forward to working with
Civic Pride to do just that.

Jonas Slonaker’s Letter to the Editor
After The Laramie Boomerang ran an editorial on October 12, 2008 - Jonas Slonaker submitted
a letter to the editor that was rejected. He speaks about the letter in The Laramie Project: Ten
Years Later. Here is that letter.
It was depressing to read Sunday's editorial, Laramie is a Community, Not a Project,
which said that many subscribers didn't understand why the anniversary of Matthew
Shepard's murder qualified as news and that some even requested their newspaper
delivery be stopped until that reporting was over. The editorial also said: "that police
reports certainly seem to indicate that this was a robbery that went very bad." and "it
was galling because the crime was portrayed as a homophobic attack."
Is it customary when robbing someone to drive the victim down a dirt road, tie him
to a fence, brutally beat him and leave him to slowly die? Surely there was a powerful
emotion like hatred behind the beating of Matthew Shepard. For God's sake, they
broke his skull. A popular story is that drugs made McKinney and Henderson do it.
Even if drugs were involved, drugs don't make you hate; they simply magnify what
already exists. I remember reading that both the perpetrators said homophobic
things when they were interrogated and it is public record that McKinney tried to
use Gay Panic defense in his trial.
Many citizens of Laramie want to move on but denial isn't the best way to
accomplish that. Understanding, love, honesty, and bravery might be better paths to
that end and numerous people in Laramie have responded that way. There is no
disgrace for Laramie in acknowledging that part or all of the motivation was
homophobia. NO, the crime certainly does not define Laramie. How we react to the
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crime, how we talk about it, and if we do or don't do anything to prevent this from
happening again does define Laramie. If someone paints a swastika on the home of a
Jewish family, is it graﬃti that went bad or hatred? If someone burns a cross on the
lawn of an African American while robbing them, is it a robbery that went very bad
or a hate crime? When a gay man is tied to a fence and viciously beaten, is it just a
robbery that went very bad or perhaps something more?
The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later
The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later is a new 80-minute epilogue to the original play.
The new piece includes re-interviews with subjects from the first play, plus an
interview Tectonic artists had with one of Shepard's convicted killers, Aaron
McKinney. The play debuted on October 12, 2009 on the eleventh anniversary of
Matthew’s death. It was performed simultaneously in over 100 theaters across the
US. One of the reasons for the epilogue was the 20/20 story. Playwright Moises
Kaufman believes the 20/20 story was "terrible journalism" that "changed the nature
of the dialogue." Kaufman and his Tectonic colleagues went back to Laramie in 2008,
re-interviewing many of the people they'd met a decade ago — as well as talking to
some new sources. "One of the things we do in the play," says Kaufman, "is we go
back and ask investigators ... and we go back over trial transcripts, and we prove that
it was a hate crime."
Here are two excerpts from The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later. The first is with
Russell Henderson and the second is with Aaron McKinney.
MOMENT: RUSSELL HENDERSON
(Acting note: Be careful not to take on a brooding quality when playing Russell. The scene should
play briskly.)
NARRATOR
Russell Henderson was the first of the
two perpetrators to go to trial in Laramie.
He was convicted of murder and
kidnapping and is serving two
consecutive life terms in prison.

48

NARRATOR
Company member Stephen Belber
STEPHEN BELBER
The folks at the prison’s visitor entrance pat me down, lock up my valuables and
stamp my hand. And then I'm ushered through an outdoor corridor, into a vestibule,
where doors shut behind me, before another pair opens before me.
RUSSELL HENDERSON
Me and Aaron worked together at the roofing company for about 3 months before
that night. We hung out a fair amount. I was working at the Conoco and the roofing
place at the same time.
STEPHEN BELBER
Had you ever gotten into drugs?
RUSSELL HENDERSON
Not really. I’ve never been on like a drug binge.
STEPHEN BELBER
One of the things people keep saying about that night, with Matthew, is that you
guys were on the back end of a two-week meth binge.
RUSSELL HENDERSON
I wasn’t. The last time I’d done any drugs was on my birthday, which was two weeks
before that night. And I’d only done a little bit. I don’t know about Aaron.
STEPHEN BELBER
And had you ever robbed people before?
RUSSELL HENDERSON
Never. I mean, I was one of those guys who was brought up with values, but I
actually believed them. I believed the values, I was raised not to hurt people, and I
agreed.
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STEPHEN BELBER
So why’d you go along with Aaron that night?
RUSSELL HENDERSON
At first I told Aaron I didn’t want to. I kept saying no. But he kept wanting to, so
finally I just, I went along.
STEPHEN BELBER
Why?
RUSSELL HENDERSON
I guess I’m more of a follower. And he’s a leader. So I just went along.
STEPHEN BELBER
OK, but when you did rob Matthew, why did you take him to the fence? I mean, you
had his wallet in the truck, no?
RUSSELL HENDERSON
We were just gonna rob him and leave him out there, so that he’d be stuck out there.
STEPHEN BELBER
Can you tell me what happened when you got out to the fence?
RUSSELL HENDERSON
Aaron told me to tie him to the fence. But I didn’t actually tie him. I just wrapped
the rope around his hands. Because, you know, I figured...I wanted him to be able to
leave.
STEPHEN BELBER
And so, when Aaron started hitting him over and over--?
RUSSELL HENDERSON
I just wanted it to stop. I wanted to hide. Make it go away. So I just did what I always
did. I hid. Tried to escape. Pretend like it’s not happening. Instead of being
more...strong. I didn’t think I could stop him. That’s why I went back to the truck.
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STEPHEN BELBER
Well one story I’ve always heard is that you tried to
stop him from beating Matthew.
(Left; Russell and Chasity at prom)
RUSSELL HENDERSON
(a nod) Let’s just say I tried to stop him but I didn’t
try enough. You know what I mean? I didn’t...It’s
mostly just, you know, shame. That I didn’t do more.
STEPHEN BELBER
What do you wish you’d have done diﬀerently?
RUSSELL HENDERSON
I wish I’d have stopped him. I made the wrong choice to go along with it from the
beginning; I made the wrong choice to tie him up, I made the wrong choice not to
get help. I’ve thought a lot about it, about every single thing I did; and I just wish I
could...change what I did.
STEPHEN BELBER
Your grandmother told me you’d taken a victim empathy course?
RUSSELL HENDERSON
Yeah. And what they have you do is actually draft a letter to your victim. Which I
did; and I chose Matthew’s family, because even though Matthew was my victim, so
was his family. And a part of that is that you write about a time in your life when you
were a victim.
STEPHEN BELBER
What did you write about for when you were a victim?
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RUSSELL HENDERSON
About when my Mom was killed. Which was, obviously, diﬀerent circumstances, and
a diﬀerent level of attention, but, you know, we both lost family members, in violent
crimes...you know, my mom was killed in Laramie, she was raped, and then the guy
just left her on the side of the road. She tried to make it back to town, but she froze
to death...writing about that really...helped me, it made me understand the pain I had
caused to Matt and to Matt’s parents and family.
STEPHEN BELBER
Is that the letter you tried to send to Judy Shepard?
RUSSELL HENDERSON
It...prepared me for what I wrote her.
STEPHEN BELBER
And did you ever hear back from her?
RUSSELL HENDERSON
I don’t even know if she read it.
STEPHEN BELBER
What do you say to people who say you’re just saying you’re sorry now because you
want your sentence reduced?
(Right; Henderson receives Eagle
Scout badge; age 14)
RUSSELL HENDERSON
I don’t know. I can’t really do
anything about that. For a long
time all I thought about and
what I was sorry for was the
whole world hating me. But now,
all I would want to say to you is
that I’m sorry for what I did to
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Matt’s family. That’s what I would want to say. I still have trouble about what I did,
what I didn’t do, and how I’m going to deal with that for the rest of my life. I still
wake up, I’m still trying to figure it out; why I did what I did.
STEPHEN BELBER
As you think about your future, do you, you know, do you have hope?
RUSSELL HENDERSON
Hope?
STEPHEN BELBER
Yeah.
RUSSELL HENDERSON
For what?
STEPHEN BELBER
I dunno. To get out?
RUSSELL HENDERSON
No. I don’t have hope for that. Mostly no. I try to just accept it.
STEPHEN BELBER
Are you at all religious?
RUSSELL HENDERSON
I mean, I grew up as a Mormon, and my grandmother still is, she’s really involved
with the church, but after this all happened. I got excommunicated. And so I’ve had
trouble sort of dealing with that.
STEPHEN BELBER
So what went wrong, Russell?
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RUSSELL HENDERSON
The only explanation I can oﬀer is I was young and I thought I was strong and I
could handle whatever the world could throw at me, and when this happened I
realized that none of this was true. I was weak and scared and all I did was hide from
it. Everyday I play out in my mind what I could have done or what I should have
done but none of it matters because I didn’t do it.
STEPHEN BELBER
How’s your relationship with Aaron these days?
RUSSELL HENDERSON
We’re cordial. You know; we’re sort of attached forever by this thing, so... He has his
friends, I have mine, but we see each other everyday. We’re cordial. ... I mean, he’s a
character, you know? He’s the one people are gonna want to hear.
MOMENT: AARON MCKINNEY
(Acting Note: Please do not play Aaron as a
sinister or brooding character.
Aaron is a “regular guy” and the tension
between what he says and his matter-of- fact
disposition is chilling.)
GREG PIEROTTI
Aaron never replied to Father Roger’s
letter. But I put in a request to visit with
Aaron anyway, and the prison approved
it. I went ahead and booked a flight. I
went through all the paper work and
questions and metal detectors and pat
downs. As I headed into the prison, I
still didn’t know if he was going to see
me. But as I passed through the last sally
port to the visiting room, there he was,
in the very first seat. He had very bright
green eyes and a lot of tattoos on his
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arms. One on his right forearm said: “Trust No One.” He gave my hand a firm shake
over the low metal partition. When the guard leaves, Aaron says:
AARON MCKINNEY
That’s it. You can’t reach over the partition again.
GREG PIEROTTI
Oh, OK. Thank you so much for seeing me, Aaron.
AARON MCKINNEY
I threw your letter out, I thought you were the media. And there was no way I was
gonna talk to you. I hate the fuckin media. But when I got the letter from Father
Roger that you were friends of him I thought – OK yeah. I’ll see you. Father Roger is
a good guy, he is definitely family.
GREG PIEROTTI
Yeah, I love Father Roger.
AARON MCKINNEY
Yeah. A big smile and the wind blowing back his face, that’s my picture of Father
Roger.
GREG PIEROTTI
Those are amazing tattoos you have.
AARON MCKINNEY
Thanks. Yeah. A couple a guys in here do real good work. Home made ink, hook a
guitar string up to a battery. But it’s not allowed, so you gotta have someone
watching for the guards and you always gotta stop when they come so it takes
forever. I’m working on a full shirt. (Gesturing to his whole torso)
GREG PIEROTTI
Wow. That’s cool. So, uh, you know we wrote a play and that you are a character in it,
right?
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AARON MCKINNEY
Yeah, I heard about it. I heard about it, but I never saw it. I don’t know what I say in
it.
GREG PIEROTTI
Well, it’s all your words. We used your actual words from when Rob Debree
interviewed you. That was all we had of yours. What was in the trial transcripts.
AARON MCKINNEY
(apparently genuinely surprised) The trial transcripts?
GREG PIEROTTI
Because when we were interviewing people we couldn’t actually speak to you.
AARON MCKINNEY
OK.
GREG PIEROTTI
And we are checking back with the characters ten years later. So that’s why I am
here. Just to see how it has been for you the last ten years.
AARON MCKINNEY
OK.
GREG PIEROTTI
So what’s it been like in prison for you all this time?
AARON MCKINNEY
Well, you know, it depends on where we are. They’ve moved me and Russ like five
times. We are always together. I don’t know why. So depending on the place,
sometimes it’s great, and other places not so great. This place isn’t too good. It’s
freezing. (pointing to his thin green jump suit) This and a real thin blanket is all you
get no sweater or anything even for outside and in the winter. It’s fucking freezing.
And they’re pretty strict here. They keep us in our cells here all but one hour a day.
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GREG PIEROTTI
So what do you do for 23 hours a day in your cell?
AARON MCKINNEY
Nothin’ much. Work out, sleep, watch TV. I don’t read much. I read a couple of
books. I read Ice Man, did you ever read that?
GREG PIEROTTI
No.
AARON MCKINNEY
It’s great, man. It’s about this hit man for the mob. And then I read a couple of
books about the Nazis. They were pretty informative. I’m pretty interested in that.
GREG PIEROTTI
OK. And what about the other places you have been?
AARON MCKINNEY
Well Wyoming was shit. Nevada was kind of scary. A lot of gangs. Got moved to
Texas twice. Texas was a dream, man. It was pretty free. I wish I could get put back
in Texas.
GREG PIEROTTI
Is there any chance that you will?
AARON MCKINNEY
No telling. I think they’re gonna send us back to Wyoming next. That’ll suck.
GREG PIEROTTI
And is there any chance as far as your lawyers are concerned that you will get out of
prison altogether.
AARON MCKINNEY
Man, I’m never getting outta here. You kiddin’? Too much publicity. I am like the
poster child for hate crime murders. Shit, for years, after anything happened to a gay
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person they thrown my picture up there too. I’m never gettin’ out. And you gotta
resign yourself to it or you go crazy. So you just try to enjoy yourself. Russ might get
out. Shit, he should get out. He doesn’t belong in here.
GREG PIEROTTI
Do you see much of him in here?
AARON MCKINNEY
Every day. He is a good friend. I’d give my life for Russ. He didn’t do anything. I told
him, I would do anything in my power to get him out of here.
GREG PIEROTTI
So he didn’t do anything that night?
AARON MCKINNEY
Nothing.
GREG PIEROTTI
Can you talk more about what did happen that night?
AARON MCKINNEY
Well, I have a pretty bad memory of the whole thing.
GREG PIEROTTI
So what do you remember, Aaron?
AARON MCKINNEY
We definitely picked him up to rob him. I was dealing at the time, and I had just got
this beautiful gun. Almost brand new Smith and Wesson three fifty seven magnum
with a 10 inch barrel. Fucking huge beautiful gun. So we went to The Fireside and I
was definitely in the mind set to rob.
GREG PIEROTTI
So you were looking for someone to rob?
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AARON MCKINNEY
Yeah.
GREG PIEROTTI
So why Matt?
AARON MCKINNEY
Well, he was overly friendly. And he was obviously gay. That played a part in the part
of his weakness. His frailty. And he was dressed nice. Looked like he had money. I
think he was drinkin’ Heineken. Some expensive beer. And it looked like he had a
bunch a money in his wallet. It only ended up being about thirty dollars. But so,
when he asked us for a ride, I said definitely, man. It was gonna be easy.
GREG PIEROTTI
OK. So it started as a robbery. But you said you picked Matt because he was gay and
you’ve said many times that you don’t like gay people.
AARON MCKINNEY
I don’t.
GREG PIEROTTI
So it sounds like his being gay did have something to do with it.
AARON MCKINNEY
It’s a possibility. The night I did it, I did have hatred for homosexuals. That mightta’
played a small part.
GREG PIEROTTI
So you’re telling me hatred toward gays played a part.
AARON MCKINNEY
It might have played a small part, yeah.
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GREG PIEROTTI
But it seems like more than a small part to me. In your initial interview with Rob
Debree, you said he slid his hand like he was going to grab your balls and that was
why you started hitting him.
AARON MCKINNEY
I said that?
GREG PIEROTTI
In your interview.
(Right; a young Aaron)
AARON MCKINNEY
Then it might have happened. I barely remember that
interview at all. That’s what I said?
GREG PIEROTTI
That’s definitely what you said.
AARON MCKINNEY
Maybe that happened. Like I said, I barely remember anything.
GREG PIEROTTI
What do you remember? You got him in the truck...
AARON MCKINNEY
Yeah, so we got him in the truck and we’re drivin’. I had the gun back behind the
seat. and I reached back, grabbed it, stuck him in his face you know like “rob time.” I
even poked him in the eye with it. You want to be aggressive when you’re robbin’
folks, so they believe you’ll follow through.
GREG PIEROTTI
(Somewhat speechless) And that must have been ... Well, so you made him give you
his wallet.
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AARON MCKINNEY
Yeah, I made him give me his wallet. I do remember one thing that was eerie.
He didn’t seem scared at all. He was just looking at me. Even when I was hitting him
in the truck (he bangs his fist into the center of his forehead), he just kept staring at
me.
GREG PIEROTTI
But you were doing some pretty scary things, Aaron. You stuck a huge 357 magnum in
his face. You poked him in the eye with it, hit him in the head with it. Couldn’t he
have just been in shock?
AARON MCKINNEY
I never thought a that. Yeah maybe. He was complying with my demands. But even
when I tied him up to the fence, it was odd too. He really didn’t seem to be scared.
GREG PIEROTTI
So what happened next?
AARON MCKINNEY
I took the gun by the barrel, so I was holding it like a bat. And I just beat him in the
head with it.
GREG PIEROTTI
OK.
AARON MCKINNEY
Yeah. Then he made a real weird noise and slumped over – you know like they say
people make a noise when they give up the ghost.
GREG PIEROTTI
But he didn’t give up the ghost. He held on for 6 more days.
AARON MCKINNEY
Yeah.
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GREG PIEROTTI
OK. So I just want to go back a minute.
You said you tied him up?
AARON MCKINNEY
Yeah, to the fence
GREG PIEROTTI
OK, in Russ’s statement he said that he tied Matt to the fence.
AARON MCKINNEY
Yeah?
GREG PIEROTTI
Yeah.
AARON MCKINNEY
(pause) Well, I don’t know. If Russell says he did something then he did it.
Russ is a man of his word. But I don’t remember him tying him. I know I tied him.
GREG PIEROTTI
And so what about the hate crime issue.
AARON MCKINNEY
I don’t like gay people, it’s true. But as long as they stay outta my way, we don’t have
any problems. I have no problem with them. I mean there’s guys in here that do that.
Nobody really jumps you cause you’re gay. They got their group that all hang out
together and do stuﬀ and nobody bothers them.
GREG PIEROTTI
Oh really?
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AARON MCKINNEY
Yeah. People know what I stand for in here, and they don’t bother me. You have to
stick up for yourself no matter who you are. But if you do, no, it’s not really a big
deal. (beat) Unless you’re a sex predator. They get problems here from everyone.
They’re like the lowest rung. They get beat up, people steal their shit. But a regular
gay guy. Yeah they just keep to their own group, and it’s no big thing.
GREG PIEROTTI
OK. So, let me ask you, you know, in Russell’s statement when he plead guilty he told
the court he was sorry and felt he deserved to pay the price for what he did. But in
your trial you never made much of a statement and so I’m wondering
AARON MCKINNEY
Do I have remorse?
GREG PIEROTTI
Yes, yeah.
AARON MCKINNEY
You mean do I have remorse? Yeah I got remorse. But probably not the way people
want me to. My dad taught me I should stand tall and be a man. I got remorse that I
didn’t live the way my dad taught me to live. That I wasn’t the man my dad wanted
me to be. As far as Matt is concerned, I don’t have any remorse. I heard that Matt
was a sex predator, and that he preyed on younger guys and had sex with ‘em. So
when I heard that I was relieved. People might say I am just trying to justify myself,
maybe so. As far as I’m concerned, doin’ what he was doin,’ Matt Shepard needed
killin’.
GREG PIEROTTI
(pause) Ok. You know those rumors about Matthew Shepard are not true, Aaron.
AARON MCKINNEY
That’s not what I heard.
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GREG PIEROTTI
(pause) OK. So, you have no remorse at all.
AARON MCKINNEY
Actually, I do feel bad for Matt’s Dad. That must be hard to lose your son.
GREG PIEROTTI
And what about his mom?
AARON MCKINNEY
For her too, yeah. I feel bad. Still she never shuts up about it, and it’s been like ten
years, man.
GREG PIEROTTI
Well, Aaron, you brutally murdered her son.
AARON MCKINNEY
(conceding) Yeah, I know.
GREG PIEROTTI
(pause) And what about yourself. The ways you lived before you murdered Matt. You
have no regret. There is nothing
you would change in any way?
AARON MCKINNEY
Hell yeah. All sorts of ways. I was
a fucker as a kid. A real fucker.
Lied to my dad a lot. I hate that.
(getting glassy eyed). I fuckin’
hate that. He is the greatest dad
ever. All the trouble, the drugs. If
I could change it I would. I’d go
to high school. Graduate.
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GREG PIEROTTI
And what if Father Roger were here with us. Could you look him in the eye and
honestly tell him you don’t feel remorse for Matt?
AARON MCKINNEY
I’d have to. I would never wanna have to do that. You know how I feel about Father
Roger. But I couldn’t look him in the eye and not... I’d have to tell the truth. I do
have remorse, but like I said, for all the wrong reasons. For my dad. For ending up in
here. For getting Russ stuck in here.
GREG PIEROTTI
But you think those are the wrong reasons?
AARON MCKINNEY
If I could go back and not be the one who killed him I would. ... But I am better oﬀ
in here, myself. I’m doin’ way better in here than I ever was out there. I met guys in
here with a real sense of honor. Out there, people’ll stab you in the back for a nickel
bag. Besides, I am a criminal. I should be around criminals. I always was drawn that
way. Shit, I remember crawling through people’s doggie doors when I was eight years
old to steal their shit. I don’t know why, but I was always like this. Nature trumps
nurture. Like my brother’s not like me at all. Works hard, going to school. He’s a
really good kid he definitely is a totally diﬀerent kind of person than me...so like they
say...nature trumps nurture.
GREG PIEROTTI
Did you see your son ever, since the murder?
AARON MCKINNEY
Never seen him since I was locked up.
GREG PIEROTTI
...Um OK. Well, I think we’re running out of time, Aaron. Before I leave you, I know
you say you’re never gonna get out of here. But if you did get out, if you were going
to get out, where would you go?
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AARON MCKINNEY
Shit, I don’t know. Italy, maybe or Germany. I am really interested in Germany. But I
probably couldn’t go there cause I heard you can actually get arrested for some of the
tattoos I have. I got some Swastikas, and I got NAZI across my lower back, in big
Old English lettering – looks amazing. I heard they’ll put you in jail for that now in
Germany. Italy’s beautiful though – I would definitely like to see Italy. I used to
always watch the travel channel in Texas and whenever they’d show Italy I always
liked those the best. They don’t have that channel here – we only got maybe 10
channels here. I’d really like to see NY too. I like sky scrapers and you all got the
most. That’s where you’re from right? You guys are lucky. You got the best skyline. I
wish I could go to NY and look at the skyscrapers from the water.
GREG PIEROTTI
Yeah, I really love NY. It’s pretty great there. Well, Aaron, thank you so much for
seeing me.
AARON MCKINNEY
Sure, man, like I said, any friend of Father Roger’s. Take it easy.

Resources:
This packet was created from a collection of over 500 articles, books, blogs, personal
correspondences, podcasts, letters, court documents, plays, and juvenile records.
In order to limit the packet to only 66 pages, I have kept a few documents that may
be helpful. I can share them via email by request. Those include:
Aaron McKinney’s Full Confession, The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later Full Script,
Dennis Shepard’s Speech to the court, Judy Shepard’s speech to the court for
Henderson’s Trial, An LGBT tracker looking at the diﬀerences between Obama and
Trump Administrations, An article by Nate Freeman about making The Laramie
Project in Uganda, and a How-to-Guide in making angel wings.
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